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Amendment* to the Claims: This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, 
of claims in the application 

Listing of Claims; 

1. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for handling objects, each object 
having an aperture therein defining a rim, the apparatus comprising, a , first set of jgws 
configured to move towards and aw ?y from one another, asecond set Qf tews configured to 
move towards *nH ™a y from nnp another, the second set of jaws providing a support on which, 
In use, one or more objects may be stacked, or unloaded from; efr-afmsaid first SQt of jaws 
being located adjacent the nuppor te eeond set of i a ws such that, in use, said first set of jaws and 
said second f ?t of jaws are configured to pass through said aperture ; and contro l c i rcu i try 
nrinptnH tr, offrr tmeans for effecting extension of the arm-first s?t of jaws through the aperture 
of at least one of the objects, displacement of the arm -fl^t set of iaws away from anther into 
engagement with the rim of the. at least one object, retraction of the aim-fi rst set of iaws away 
from one and another such as to position the rim over the sttppertsecond set of t?ws, and 
displacement of the arf*- such that the rim isongoged by tho supportfirst set of iaws towards 
g ach other: ?nd means for actuating the second set of iaws away from Qne another .injg 
engagement with said rim, and for actuating th e second set of iaws toward? each other. 

2. (Currently Amended) An object handling apparatus according to claim 1 in 
which the nrm nnrl ™TP nrt flrrt second set of iaws are elongate, and are substantially 
parallel to one another. 

3. (Currently Amended) An object handling apparatus according to claim l ep 
2-wherein the **m -first set of iaws is provided with a plurality of indentations spaced apart 
along a length thereof. 

4. (Currently Amended) An object handling apparatus according to claim 3-1 
wherein the support is provided with a plurality of indentations spaced apart along the length 
thereof. 

5. (Currently Amended) An object handling apparatus according to claim l-©f 
3 wherein the apparatus is provided with a sensor which is adapted to detect when a preset 
number of objects have been stacked on the support. 
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6. - 8- (Cancelled) 



9. (Currently Amended) Mn an apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , _ a _method of 
handling objects, each object having an aperture therein defining a rim, the method comprising 
the steps of pi u v i ding an apparatus according to claim l ; extending the arm -first set of iavwg . 
through the aperture of at least one of the objects; displacing the afro -fin* set of laws away 
fro ja one another into engagement with the rim of the at least one object; retracting the a«* 
first set of iaws s uch as to position the rim over the saepe rtseronrt set Of jaws : ond d i sp l acing 
t h e arm such that the rim i s uu g agcd by th n giip pn rtriisplacing the second ^t Pf tews away 
frnm one anot he r ^nane fllfi tiSDi and displacing the first set pf jaws towards one another . 

10. - 13. (Cancelled) 

14. (New) A object handling apparatus as claimed In claim 1, wherein said first set of 
jaws are configured to move towards and away from one another in a direction that is 
substantially perpendicular to the direction in which said second set of jaws are configured to 
move towards and away from one another. 

15. (New) A method according to claim 9, in which the first set of jaws are 
configured to move through the aperture along a first axis, and are configured to move towards 
and away from one another along a second axis, the first and second axes being substantially 
perpendicular with one another 

16. A method according to claim 15, In which said second set of jaws are configured 
to move towards and away from one another along a third axis that is substantially 
perpendicular to said first axis and said second axis. 
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